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HOUSE OF HOPE FREEDOM QUEST       Sept 22,2013
Session 1:  Voice of God
I. God speaks in various different ways.  This is not an exhaustive list but examples.
· Through His Word: 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.  2 Tim 3:16. 
· Voice: Samuel, Moses, also in a whisper to Elijah (1 Kings 19:1-16)

· Dreams: Joseph

· Visions/Trance: prophets, John 

· Angels: Jacob, Mary, Joseph

· Creation: Burning bush, star for the 3 wise men, donkey speaks to Balaam (Num 22:28), raven fed Elijah.

· Circumstances: Jonah, Paul was stricken with blindness, Gideon’s fleece.

· Others people: Nathan confronts King David, Paul when he was still Saul, Prov 12:15
· Holy Spirit:  John15:26, 1Cor 9-16
· Not only our spiritual senses:  Ps 119:103, 2 Kings 6:16, Acts 2:1-6, Exodus33:14.

II. God is energy and we can sense Him too.  The Hebrew word for “glory” is Kabod; it basically means weight. In science, weight would be the mass of an object of matter. It is the substance of a person or thing.   2 Chronicles 5:14, Ezekiel 3:23. 

III.  A voice is sound.  Sound is energy.  God’s voice has energy.  

A. What is sound?  Sound is a wave, an oscillation pressure that travels through gas, liquid or solids and carries energy from one location to another.  Sound exerts pressure, compression, shear stress.  Sound is basically energy causing one particle to oscillate and its movement causing its neighboring particle to be displaced/vibrate.   God’s voice has power.   Psalm 29
B. Thus a voice is sound/energy/power directed for a purpose.  God’s voice is energy directed for a purpose.

So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.   Isaiah 55:11.
Ex: Power of God’s voice/sound directed for a purpose.  

· God said and it was so.  Genesis 1.  The vast universe came into been. 
· If earth is a golf ball,  Sun is 15ft in diameter 

· Betelgeuse 427 light yrs away.  Twice the size of the earth’s orbit around the sun.  If earth is a golf ball, Betelgeuse is 6 empire state buildings.  

· Mu Cephei (Hershel granite).  If earth is a golf ball, Mucephei is 2 Golden Gate Bridge.  2.7quadrillion earth inside the star.

· Canis Majoris.  If earth is a golf ball, the diameter of Canis Majoris is the height of Mt Everest.  6miles above sea level.  7quadrillion earth, cover Texas with golf ball 27in deep.  

· Light travels at 186,000 miles/s; can circle earth 7x in one second.  Light travels 5.88 trillion miles in a yr.  It would take 100,000 light yrs across the Milky Way galaxy
· There are billions of stars just in our Milky Way galaxy.  It would take 2,500 yrs just to count all the stars, one per second, in our Milky Way.

· our solar system is a size of a quarter if the milky way is the size of N. America.

· God measures the universe with the palm of His hand.  

C. Though God is that big and powerful, his voice also accomplishes purposeful, and thoughtful minute details.    

· He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name.  Ps 147:4

· Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  Luke 12:7.

· We were careful woven together and His thoughts of us outnumber the grains of sand.  Ps 139:13-8.  

· The DNA in one cell is 3 billion characters long.  If you line up the DNA end to end, it would be 6ft long.  It would take 96 yrs to read the 3bil characters at one character per second.  There are 75 trillion cells in an average man.  All DNA lined up will go to moon and back 187k times.  50,000 cells die and get replaced each day.  

IV.  We can and know Jesus’ voice:
The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.   John 10:2-4 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.  John 10:17-30
***Corporate Exercise***
Put your hands out in front of you with palms facing up.  God, I confess any part of me that was afraid that you won’t speak to me or any belief that I cannot hear you.  I now declare with my mouth that I am your sheep, that you desire to speak to me.  I do and will recognize how you speak to me.  So Holy Spirit show me your glory, let me know your weight of your voice and the wgt of your presence.  Remember that He can speak in many different ways.  Some of you may feel the wgt and heaviness or warmth electricity in your hands, some of you may hear music or see pictures in your head.  Ask Him, God what do you want me to know about how you see me.  If He feels distant to you, you can say “Father, forgive me for thinking that you are distant like my father.  Can you come closer?”  If you can are not noticing anything.  Just start thanking God and praising Him. 

V. Discerning God’s voice:   How does one discern anyone’s voice.  (How do you identify someone on the phone, email/letters?)  -- Character, tone, familiarity, habits, voice, content.   In the same way, we discern God’s voice by terms of endearment, character of God, tone of God, content–matching Word of God, purposes of God (exasperation, overwhelming vs. hope, edification, strengthening, comfort, restore and redeem), identity vs behavior.

A. Voice of God will affirm the finished work of Jesus, Jesus’ deity, complete salvation by the cross.   1John 4: 1-3,  John 13-16
B. Theme of Love and character of God.  Fatherly tone.  1 John 4: 7-12.  Romans 8:13-5.  Tone of a bridegroom.   Isaiah 62:5  
C. Spirit testifies and we have an internal confirmation.  Romans 8:16
This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit.  1 John 4:13.  

When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.  John 15:26-7.
D. According to the word of God.  Jesus is also the “Word”.  

With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.  Ephesians 1:9-10
E. To know God, Father better.   Ephesians 1:17, 3:14-21.  
F. To promote Kingdom purposes.    Ephesians 3:10-12, 1:18-23
John 17
· Reveal the Father 

· Reveal the glory of the Lord

· Give us joy

· hope, 

· promote Unity.

· Sanctification, purity
G. Prophesy life, edification, comfort, strengthening.  Dry bones becoming flesh Ezek 37:10.  
But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.  1 Corinthians 14:2.
H. Fruits.   Does it breed the fruits of the Spirit as peace, love, hope, life, faith; or fear, dread, death, hopelessness, fatigue and anxiety.   Matt 7:19-20
I. Father disciplines.   Prov 13:24, Heb 12:7:11
My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD Or loathe His reproof, For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.  Proverbs 3:11-2

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  Ephesians 6:4

· God’s disciplines; the devil condemns

· God’s discipline causes conviction of wrong doing and change.  The enemy’s voice brings guilt and shame.  

· God’s discipline targets behaviors.  (This behavior is wrong.  You made a mistake).  Condemnation targets identity.  (You are a failure, you are a mistake, you should be ashamed of yourself.)  

· God’s discipline is specific with a road to correction and redemption.  Condemnation is vague and does not give us a knowing of what and how to change.  

· God give us grace (empowerment to change things we cannot on our own.  Condemnation leaves one with the sense that there is no redemption or that it is unobtainable.  (You are never going to succeed, This will forever be a problem.  You are never going to resolve this).  

· God reminds us of His love, presence with us and empowers us to change.  Condemnation leaves us separated from God and wallowing in our perception that He is disappointed with us.   
· Once we buy into the condemnation which starts as an accusation by the enemy we let a seed of lie grow.  We water that seed with our own self criticisms or let other people water it.  So the devil doesn’t really have to do anything.  We are on a path to self destruction.   
VI.   Other voices:  Demonic, our own and other people.   Discerning btw God’s voice, demons, our own voice and other people’s voices uses the same principles---Whose character does it sound like, whose tone, whose beliefs and contents, whose purposes?
VII.   Obstacles to hearing God’s voice.  3 major areas

· Sin/rebellion/disobedience/occults.   
For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.  1 Sam 15:23.

· Placing other voices above God’s.   We can fall into patterns of dwelling in judgments, lies of the enemy, self or others.  

· Antidote:  Demolish stronghold and arguments via confession.  The primary Greek word for “confess” is homologeo which basically means “to say the same thing” and then “agree, admit, acknowledge.”

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  2 Cor 10:3-5

***Corporate confession and repentance prayer*** (as we pray, God might bring up memories of what was said or words that were spoken over you, just lift them up as they appear.  It does not have to be dramatic.  Sometimes, I’m just saying, “oh that and that and that and that too…”:
Father God, I thank You that Your voice is powerful.  Your voice is redeeming.  I thank you that Your voice gives life and that I can hear Your voice.  Forgive me for the ways I have rebelled against You and rejected Your voice.  I confess that I have let other voices be king over my thoughts, my heart, my beliefs and my actions.  I now choose to forgive those who have spoken those words over me.   Forgive me for choosing to submit to the voices of condemnation, guilt and shame.   I have set them above your words.   I choose to forgive myself for believing those words and letting those words reign in my life, my emotions and my walk with you.   Forgive me for exalting my own guilt above your forgiveness, mercy and grace.  I now choose to break my alliance with those false words by the power and blood of Jesus Christ.   I cut the death of those words spoken over me by the power that raise Jesus out of the grave.   I choose to live by Your words of life.   I now free my emotions, my will to be able to choose Your words.   Father what do You want me to know?  
BREAK TIME.  

VIII. We are made in His image and our words have authority and power.
A. When we declare the Word that God puts in our mouth, our proclamation carries as much authority as if God Himself were declaring it.  

Behold I have put My words in your mouth.  Jeremiah 1:9 

Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.   Matthew 18:18

If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  John 20:23
Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Mark 11:23  

Our oaths are binding.  That’s why God warns against oaths.  Matt 5:33-7.
B. Our words have creative power.  Out of the mouth comes blessings and  cursings.   Deut 10:19, James 3:9-10.  http://EzineArticles.com/2445404
The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.  Prov 18:21.

C. We are designed to speak God’s words and bring the freedom of God’s reign here on earth.   Therefore we ought to use our mouths wisely.  We declare God’s word and purposes. 

They overcame him by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony and they did not love their lives to the death.  Rev 2:11. 

For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.   For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.   Romans 9:19-21.  

D. Ex:  Water crystals.   http://www.unitedearth.com.au/watercrystals.html    

Criticisms of the research:   http://is-masaru-emoto-for-real.com/
E. God also gave us the gift of tongues when we do not know what to pray or what to declare.  

The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.  Romans 8:26-27
1. Benefits.  It bypasses our own thoughts and agenda so God’s thoughts and will can be expressed without hindrance.   And as the verse mentioned, sometimes we just do not have words for what we need to express and say.   Hindrance for the gift of tongue:  Unbelief and prior rejection of the gift.  We need to ask God to forgive our rejection of it and those who taught to reject it.

2. Should be accompanied with love.   1 Cor 13:1-2
3. What scripture says: it is for edification of self unless accompanied by interpretation for others.   So we ought to ask for the interpretation.  

1 Corinthians 14
4. From my own understanding and experience:  
· Utterances that sound the same can have difference meaning.  (just like a Chinese sound in different tones can mean sometime different and in different context can have different meanings.  Even if it sounds the same to you, it can have different meanings.  
· Tongues can be used for warfare/intercession, worship, praise and can have difference tones and force and sounds.   
· Tongues can be actual languages.
***Prayer to receive tongues*** 

I choose to forgive those who taught against the gift of tongues.  I choose to retract and renounce any judgments I had towards the teaching favoring the gift of tongues or my judgments against those who misused the gift in a disorderly way to disrupt and disturb others or to bring attention to themselves.  I renounce any vows not speak in tongues or that I never want to be like them.  I renounce the fear of the gift and fear of losing control.  I understand that it is a gift to aid my prayer life and a gift that you would partner with me to speak Your words and Your truth.  I desire to know you.  (ask for the gift. (  Think of the Lord’s goodness and just start to praise Him…)
***Exercises***
· Blessings booklet.  (In gp, get into pairs.  Pick a prayer.  Start with “I call (name of the person)’s spirit into attention.  I bless you with…”  (5 min per person, 10min total)
· Practicing listening and speaking prophetic words of edification, strengthening, comfort.  Stand up.  Divide the gp into half.  Gp A: will stand and close their eyes.  Each person of  Gp B will not stand in front of a person of Gp A and tap him or her on the shoulder.  Without opening the eyes, Gp A will ask God to give them a word of encouragements, positive words that describe the person.  Once they get something, speak and pray it over the person.  (Ex: person A hears “faithful, priestly”.. God delights in your faithfulness and and see that you are a bridge as a priest b/w Him and his people.  I bless you with …. To empower you to continue in that path….. Enrich this person’s life with …”.   Gp B person now gives feedback as to accuracy or whether that brought encouragement, comfort.  Then switch so Gp B now gets to speak over the Gp A.  (10 min per person, 20min total)
· Pray read or declare scripture.  Pick a passage.  Read the passage once.  Reread it now and personalize it.  Replace words referring to God with “You, Yours”, etc.  Put “I, me, we” in applicable places (ie: the righteous, his people, the saints, etc).   You can also pray it/declare it over someone else.  Replace it with the name of the person you are praying for in places you would put “I, me, we”.    Try for example:  Ps 91, 23, Eph 1:17-23 or Ephesians 3:14-21.  (vs 4: One thing I ask form the You, this only do I seek, that Heather may dwell in the house of the Lord, all the days of her life….)   Ex: Romans 8:31 (.. If God is for me, who can be against me?  You for did not spare your own Son, but gave him up for me…..vs 37 No, in all these things I am more than a conqueror through You who loves me.) Get in groups of 3, and do that over each other.. replace me with name of the person u r speaking it over.   Note that Eph 1 you can change the word ‘may’ to ‘will’ to make it a declaration.  
· Practice listening.  When studying the scripture, ask God questions.  Actively wait and listen for an answer as you con’t the study.  He may answer something right away or months later but He will answer.  (.  Ask and you will receive.  You do not have b/c you have not asked.  
· Keep a journal of what you think God is saying to you and ask God to give you confirmation or to help you discern.
